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G R A F TON FORE S T
WI L DE R N E SS PRE SE RV E
Creating a Wild Core in the Western Maine Mountains

The Grafton Forest Wilderness Preserve will create a forever-wild
core along Maine’s Appalachian Trail, replete with beauty, remote
wildness, and freedom for the beings who live there. To bring this
vision to life, Northeast Wilderness Trust must raise $1.4 million
by December 15, 2021.

Will you help?

Maine’s
Mahoosuc Range
compares only to Mt.
Katahdin in its vast,
unbroken high-elevation
forest. As northbound
travelers on the Appalachian
Trail (A.T.) cross into Maine, the
Mahoosuc Mountains stretch before them.
FOR NATURE AND PEOPLE
These mountain forests are home to myriad
bird species, including Bicknell’s Thrush, Spruce
Grouse, Boreal Chickadee, White-winged Crossbill,
Black-backed Woodpecker, many species of
warblers, and even nesting Peregrine Falcons.
Mammals like American marten, long- and shorttailed weasels, fox, snowshoe hare, and Canada
lynx find refuge here, and the region is home to the
largest population of moose in the lower 48 states.
The high ridgelines are used as migratory routes by
songbirds, raptors, and bats.

At Grafton Forest, people are visitors to this wild
place who find solitude, peace, and beauty in its
surreal realm of moss and conifers. The proposed
Preserve sits just west of a two-mile stretch of the
A.T. An official A.T. side trail, the Speck Pond Trail,
traverses the future Grafton Wilderness Preserve for
more than 1.5 miles.
THE WILD CORE TO A CRITICAL
WILDLIFE CORRIDOR
The proposed Preserve lies within a 102,000-acre
forest block, which is part of a five million-acre
stretch of globally significant forest. This region
includes more than half of the United States’
largest globally important bird area—supporting 34
northern woodland songbirds.
This vast expanse of habitat is an important
wildlife corridor. Animals who roam or migrate
long distances or have territories that are miles
wide rely on large forests in order to forage, hunt,
find mates, and raise their young. When wildlife
corridors include lands that are left in their

natural state, they allow species to adapt in the
face of a rapidly changing climate. The Mahoosuc
Range provides a critical ecological link between
the western portion of the Northern Forest (the
Adirondack, Green, and White Mountains) and its
eastern stretches, which reach into New Brunswick
and the Gaspé Peninsula.
Along with Northeast Wilderness Trust’s
conservation effort, Forest Society of Maine (FSM)
is working to purchase a timber easement on 20,000
abutting acres from the same landowner. The
viewshed that will be protected by Grafton Forest
Wilderness Preserve, together with the future FSM
easement lands, is ranked as fifth out of 3,144
viewsheds along Maine’s A.T.1
A NATURAL CLIMATE SOLUTION
The northeastern United States is part of
a ‘Global Safety Net’ where rapid ecosystem
protection and restoration must occur in order to
avoid the worst effects of climate change.2
The proposed Grafton Forest Wilderness Preserve
stores incredible amounts of carbon within its
mature forest, and will sequester more carbon in
the lower elevations where forest will be allowed to
regenerate in areas that were recently harvested.
This carbon will never be lost to resource
extraction if this forest is conserved as
forever-wild.
Northeast Wilderness Trust places
an emphasis on protecting land with
high climate resiliency—the capacity
of a place to support diverse flora
and fauna as they move and adapt
in the face of climate change.
A landscape evaluation tool
developed by The Nature Conservancy
ranks the resilience of Grafton Forest
as well above average. It also considers
the entirety of the Grafton Forest Wilderness
Preserve a “Climate Flow Zone with Confirmed
Diversity.” This means that high levels of plant
and animal movement occur here, and there are
known locations of rare species and unique natural
communities.
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GRAFTON FOREST WILDERNESS PRESERVE WHAT’S AT STAKE

AT A GLANCE
Size
1,388 acres
Location
Mahoosuc Range, Maine
Landscape Context
Adjacent to the Appalachian
Trail, this keystone property
connects the Grafton State
Forest, the Mahoosucs Ecological
Reserve, and a large managed
forest that will soon be protected
Habitat
Fir-Heart-leaved Birch Subalpine
Forest and Spruce-Fir Montane
Forest
Wildlife
Moose, lynx, songbirds, raptors

We must raise $1.4 million by December 15, 2021
in order to secure these 1,388 acres as forever-wild!
TO DONATE
Online
Visit www.newildernesstrust.org/
grafton-forest to make a secure
one-time or monthly donation.
By check
Checks may be written and
mailed to Northeast Wilderness
Trust, with “Grafton Forest” in
the memo line.
Gifts of stock
Contact us by phone or email to
learn more.

THANKS TO OUR
PARTNERS
Sweet Water Trust

In several places, Maine’s A.T. lies just a few hundred feet from the proposed
Preserve. If this land is not protected as forever-wild, a section of forest
directly next to the A.T. may face serious risk of alteration—potentially
sacrificing the wilderness experience of this highly popular hiking area.
With your help, this land will remain a permanent home for the wild
creatures who depend upon it. Grafton Forest Wilderness Preserve will be
further safeguarded by a Maine Appalachian Trail Land Trust forever-wild
easement. To learn more about Grafton Forest and make a gift, please visit
www.newildernesstrust.org/grafton-forest.
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Northeast Wilderness Trust conserves
forever-wild landscapes for nature and people.
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