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Wildlands Conservation and the Public Good

In 2002, when the Northeast Wilderness Trust 
was founded, there was an emerging demand by landowners for 
wilderness-level protection for land they loved. Almost sixteen 
years later, we know there is more demand and even more need. 

Scientists, landowners, and philanthropists now recognize 
that ecological survival in the coming decades of climate stress 
will require the resilience found in complex, biologically rich wild 
areas. With our shared future in mind, the Wilderness Trust is 
putting conservation science to work on the ground, creating and 
expanding wilderness cores, and enhancing habitat connections. 

The long-term vision of the Wilderness Trust is a landscape of 
linked wildlands coupled with expanded wilderness protection 
throughout the Northeast. We also envision a human culture where 
wilderness is recognized and valued as a public good, worthy of 
ongoing public and private support.

Today we make 200-year plans for the return of old growth 
and we set forests free. Today we imagine a time when big trees in 
northeastern forests remove more carbon from the atmosphere than 
residents pump in. Today we remove culverts and woods roads, and 

welcome foot travelers. Today we imagine 
a time when our grandchildren witness once-
extirpated creatures returning to a restored landscape. 

Wild places help protect an essential part of our humanity—a 
part at risk in the current age of consumerism and technology. 
We envision a day when all generations will be able to know wild 
places, feel part of a land community larger than themselves, and 
reconnect with their own wild nature.

From the grand expanses of the northern forest to pockets of wild 
spaces in more populated areas, places that are free from humanity’s 
direct influence provide ongoing public benefit. While wildlands are 
vital for what they offer the human experiment, they are essential 
in and of themselves, and have a right to exist that is as valid as 
our own. In the following pages, we highlight Northeast Wilderness 
Trust’s accomplishments to date. Thank you for joining us on this 
essential adventure.

Annie Faulkner, Board President

View of Binney Hill Preserve  Rick Blanchette    Hemlock  Shelby Perry
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IMPACT
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History provides more reasons to trust  
in self-willed land. The fossil record tells of 
plants transforming a rocky earth into a habitable 
oxygen-rich planet and holding the green earth together through 
five major extinction events, intensely diversifying while animal 
lineages were severely reduced. 

Today, forests cleanse the air, remove pollutants, release oxygen, 
store carbon, and mediate the climate. Although we hamper their 
effectiveness through relentless logging, and mature forest covers less 
than one percent of the Northeast landscape, we can rebalance the 
equation by increasing the scale of wilderness conservation. In some 
places, where we can provide time for the forest to develop slowly into 
something wild and wonderful, we can reverse the trend completely. 

After fifteen years, the impact of the Wilderness Trust’s work is 
becoming ever more salient—give the land back to nature, and let the 
inhabitants take over the management. It is good for people and great 
for nature. Self-willed land.

Mark Anderson, PhD, Board Member

Wilderness evokes stirring images of remote 
peaks and forest, but the concept of wil-der-ness (literally “will of 
the land”) is much more radical and beautiful: self-willed land. 
Land where nature holds the reins and determines the future. Land 
where animals and plants are free to make their own choices, form 
communities, use resources, raise families, grow old. Self-willed 
land could be in your own neighborhood or deep in a mountainous 
watershed, but it is a place where people wander lightly.  

Trusting in self-willed land is intuitive to some cultures, but 
for those of us with a penchant for management, we turn to 
science. Years of research reinforce the logic as scientists uncover 
the long histories and depths of resilience found in other species. 
From the social networks of crows, who use reciprocity and gift-
giving to develop lasting alliances with friends and family, to 
the communal fabric of an old forest, where trees communicate 
through chemical scents, share resources across interlocked root 
networks, and sustain injured individuals, we are just beginning 
to understand how thoroughly nature’s diversity conspires to 
sustain a living planet.  

The Case for Wild Places

Red eft  Susan C. Morse    Christmas fern  Shelby Perry
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LEGACY
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A thing is right when it tends to preserve the 
integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. It is 
wrong when it tends otherwise.” These words are as radical today as 
they were 69 years ago when published in Aldo Leopold’s A Sand 
County Almanac, and it is the fundamental idea that forms the 
basis of Northeast Wilderness Trust’s work. 

Across the Northeast, the thousands of self-willed acres are now 
protected by the Wilderness Trust have integrity in the “Leopoldian” 
sense. Fifteen years in, and with an eye towards the future, the 
Wilderness Trust is proud to stand up for a wilderness legacy, and 
for the radical notion that a thing is indeed right when it preserves 
the integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. 

The tangible legacy of what the Wilderness Trust has 
accomplished is the permanent protection of lands ranging in  
size from 27 to 10,000 acres as wilderness. These areas are now 
protected in a distinct way: humans will forever be visitors while 
wildlife will forever be at home, the land will never again be used 
for agriculture or logging, and motors will be heard only on 
nearby properties. On these wild lands, nature is in charge. 

Acre-by-acre, we are welcoming wildness  
back into a world deeply in need of it. 

Wildness is the intangible legacy of our work. From 
a human perspective, wildness is being deep in a forest and 
stumbling upon a momma bear and her cubs. It is seeing mountain 
lion prints on top of your own. It is finding a quiet spot in an old 
forest to unwind and contemplate. From the nonhuman 
perspective, wildness is bobcats denning and hunting undisturbed, 
newts venturing to and from vernal pools without crossing a road, 
and beavers creating wetlands without risk of being trapped for 
their fur. Every year, this legacy grows older and wilder.  

Wildness and wilderness are both necessary—spiritually, scientifically, 
and intrinsically. The preservation and embrace of both is the legacy 
left by our work and captured in the following pages. As we celebrate 
15 years of wilderness protection, Northeast Wilderness Trust remains 
the only land trust in the Northeast working exclusively on this bold 
legacy. It is because of you, our supporters, that our home region is 
a bit wilder. Thank you. 

                                                                             Jon Leibowitz, Executive Director

A Wild Future

“

Vickie Bunnell Preserve    Tamarack cones  Shelby Perry



A STORY OF COMMITMENT AND INNOVATION

2003 Purchase of first 
forever-wild easement in 
Essex, NY to establish the 
Split Rock Wildway as a focal 
area in the Adirondacks—the 
property is owned by John 
Davis, conservation activist 
and writer.

2006 Purchase of 1,550 acres 
in Atkinson, ME that becomes 
the foundation for the now 
almost 7,000-acre Alder 
Stream Wilderness Preserve.

2007 Partnership with the 
University of Maine, Woods 
Hole Research Center, and 
Harvard University protects a 
rare and remarkable example of 
mature forest used for research 
through the purchase of the 
557-acre Howland Research 
Forest in Maine.

2002 Northeast Wilderness Trust is founded by a group of 
wilderness advocates on the core belief that wilderness needs 
to be a larger part of the private-land conservation landscape.

Split Rock Wildway

Alder Stream Wilderness Preserve

2007 Acquire our first forever-wild 
easement in New Hampshire on the 
Hersey Mountain Wilderness Area,  
a 2,100-acre preserve owned by the 
New England Forestry Foundation.

Hersey Mountain 
Wilderness Area 6



2009 The Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission awards the Wilderness Trust  
their National Seal of Approval for 
excellence, trust, and permanence. 
We are reaccredited in 2015.

2012 Long-standing partner Sweet Water 
Trust transfers a forever-wild easement on the 
10,300-acre Vickie Bunnell Preserve—the 
largest nature preserve held by The Nature 
Conservancy in New Hampshire.

2016 The Stewardship 
Fund reaches $2 million 
benchmark ensuring that we 
have the capacity to monitor 
our easements and wild 
lands forever.

2017 Closing on the West 
Mountain project represents  
the largest forever-wild 
easement in Vermont.

2017 Celebrating 15 Years  
    of Land Conservation for  
         Nature and People

West Mountain

2013 Office moves to Montpelier, Vermont.

2016 The financial value of wilderness 
conservation is formally recognized with the 
first sale of carbon credits in the Wild Carbon 
Program (est. 2010).

Howland Research Forest

Wapack Wilderness

Vickie Bunnell Preserve
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Photos, left to right: Rick Van de Poll (1, 4, 5, 6); NWT  
files (2); Shelby Perry (3); Harry White (upper right)

IN CONSERVATION
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26,142 acres 
of total protected land

BY THE NUMBERS

15 preserves 
of wilderness owned and protected 

18 easements
held as forever-wild 
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24,703 acres 
open to non-motorized recreation 

55 miles 
of rivers and streams 

12,327 acres 
of Canada lynx   

habitat

10 projects/ 
14,118 acres 
of active work 

15 organizations
in partnership

6 properties 
with long-term  

scientific research 
Photos, clockwise from left: NWT files (1, 4); 
Shelby Perry (2, 3, 8, 9, 10);  Jeff Nadler (5); 
Susan C. Morse (6); Mena Schmid (7)

6,431 acres 
of Bicknell's Thrush 

habitat
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M A I N E

V E R M O N T

N E W
H A M P S H I R E

M A S S A C H U S E T T S

C O N N E C T I C U T

N E W  Y O R K

C A N A D A

Conservation focal areas
1) Split Rock Wildway
2) Foothills of the Greens
3) Northern Connecticut River Watershed
4) Central New Hampshire Forest Lands
5) Wapack Trail Corridor
6) Alder Stream Wilderness Preserve

Northeast Wilderness Trust preserves 

Northeast Wilderness Trust easements

Other land with permanent 
wilderness protection*

*GAP 1 status, per USGS Protected Areas Database

1
2

3

6

4

5

STRATEGY
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In 2015, Northeast Wilderness Trust adopted  
an ambitious five-year strategic plan to advance our mission and 
leverage your investment. The Board adopted three Strategic Goals: 
1) increase the pace of conservation by protecting an additional 
10,000 acres by 2020; 2) elevate the understanding of and support 
for wilderness; and 3) strengthen the Wilderness Trust’s internal 
capacity and external partnerships. Here is an update on our progress.

▸ Increase pace of conservation. Added 2,322 forever-wild 
acres to portfolio of protected acres. These acres represent an 
expansion of conserved lands within the Wapack Trail Corridor, 
Split Rock Wildway, and the Foothills of the Greens. The 
Wilderness Trust currently has 10 active projects that total over 
14,000 new acres slated for forever-wild protection by 2020.  

▸ Identify new focal areas for conservation. Projects in 
emerging focal areas in Massachusetts, Vermont, Maine, and 
the Adirondacks will act as catalysts for future conservation.

▸ Elevate understanding of and support for wilderness. 
Convened multiple public events including “Untrammeled,” a 
presentation designed to expand awareness of the science and 
spirit of wilderness, and lectures on old-growth forests and 
on wilderness conservation ethics. Shared the importance of 
forever-wild conservation with an increased online presence.

▸ Increase capacity for long-term 
stewardship. Addressed the  
need for increased stewardship 
capacity by hiring a full-time 
Stewardship Director.  

▸ Further strengthen volunteer base. 
Grew the volunteer program to a corps of 20+ 
volunteers who help monitor properties. Added an annual 
volunteer newsletter and a revamped “Volunteer Handbook.”

▸ Institutionalize an ongoing structured intern program. 
Worked with interns who represent the next generation of 
wilderness advocates, including an AmeriCorps intern in 
2016/2017 and identified a new partnership for legal interns  
via Vermont Law School.

▸ Implement Wild Carbon program. Completed the first sale  
of Wild Carbon Credits in 2016, earning over $450,000, in a 
project that formally recognizes the value of wilderness to fight 
climate change.

▸ Maintain a minimum six-month operating reserve. Reached 
a six-month operating reserve with support from Sweet Water 
Trust and proceeds from the Wild Carbon program.  

Woodcock nest  Shelby Perry
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REWILDING THE NORTHEAST
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There is still a place on the western shore of Lake 
Champlain where forest dominates the landscape, and bobcat, bear, 
and mink can wander from the lake to the high peaks through canopied 
cover. This is the Split Rock Wildway—stretching approximately 15 
miles from the Split Rock Wild Forest, the largest tract of protected 
forest on Lake Champlain, to the High Peaks of the Adirondacks.  

To fully protect the Wildway, 15,000 acres need to be set aside 
permanently as wild forest. Today, 7,000 of those acres have been 
secured by the Northeast Wilderness Trust and others such as the  
Eddy Foundation and the State of New York.

Acre-by-acre and property-by-property, this number continues to 
grow. Most recently, in 2016, the Wilderness Trust added the 27-acre 
Goff Preserve to a growing list of forever-wild properties within the 
corridor—a small but critical piece in the puzzle. Forever-wild parcels 
like the Goff Preserve anchor and complement the surrounding managed 
forests and farms that also make up the Wildway. These lands could 
one day join the ranks of our region’s rewilding old growth forests.  

The vision for the Split Rock is far from complete and the Wilderness 
Trust continues to pursue forever-wild projects and build partnerships 
in this important corridor. 

Wilderness Preserves Owned and Protected
Forever-Wild Easements Held
Total Acres Protected
Active Wilderness Projects

5
3

606
2

New York  

Split Rock Wildway  Jon LeibowitzBobcat  Susan C. Morse
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One hundred and fifty years ago, Henry David 
Thoreau described the Maine woods as “mossy and moosey.” In 
central Maine, at the Alder Stream Wilderness Preserve, Thoreau’s 
description still rings true. In this land dominated by flowing water 
and the unmistakable scent of balsam, the Wilderness Trust has 
pieced together nearly 7,000 acres of land protected as wilderness.  

The Preserve contains mature American chestnut trees, expansive 
wetlands, Atlantic salmon habitat, and approximately six miles 
of the southern shore of the Piscataquis River. Combined with 
other local conservation efforts as well as the Bud Leavitt Wildlife 
Management Area, over 23,000 acres are permanently protected in 
this extraordinary and expanding landscape-scale preserve.  

The Howland Research Forest lies thirty miles west of the Preserve. 
Owned by the Wilderness Trust, this unusual 557-acre property hosts 
rare old-growth spruce and hemlock, and is home to moose, bears, 
bobcats, and bald eagles. Wilderness is not the only value being 
protected in this unique forest. Once on the chopping block for 
logging, Howland now hosts ongoing studies on climate change and 
carbon sequestration in partnership with the University of Maine and 
federal agencies such as the US Forest Service, NASA, and the EPA.

Other large-scale projects are on the horizon in Maine. Perhaps 
nowhere else in New England is there more potential for big, wild, 
and connected landscapes. The Wilderness Trust will continue 
to strategically identify parcels with high conservation value and 
outsized impact.

Maine

Wilderness Preserves Owned and Protected
Total Acres Protected
Active Wilderness Projects

6
7,634

3

Howland Research Forest  Shelby Perry
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Partnerships best frame our work in the Granite  
State over the past 15 years. In the northwest region of the state, the 
Wilderness Trust partnered with The Nature Conservancy and Sweet Water 
Trust, and now holds a forever-wild conservation easement on the 10,300-
acre Vickie Bunnell Preserve. Our largest conservation easement, this 
Preserve secures countless bogs and ponds, high elevation spruce-fir forest, 
over 28 miles of stream frontage, and 13 peaks over 3,000 feet.  The 
Preserve is home to lush mountains and deep valleys where wildlife will 
thrive in perpetuity.

On the opposite end of the state, along the Massachusetts line, is the 
488-acre Binney Hill Preserve. Purchased in 2016, the preserve was slated 
for subdivision but now is protected as a rewilding forest. The Binney Hill 
Preserve abuts the 1,428-acre Wapack Wilderness, conserved with a forever-
wild easement in 2008 in partnership with Hampshire Country School. 
Together, these two properties offer a refuge for nature and people, and host 
over two miles of the historic Wapack Trail. Benton MacKaye, creator of the 
Appalachian Trail and co-founder of the Wilderness Society, often walked 
this trail, which inspired many of his writings on trails and wilderness.  

With six other conservation easements held by the Wilderness Trust, 
and two active projects now underway, New Hampshire’s rugged peaks and 
valleys will continue to be a priority for forever-wild conservation. 

New Hampshire Wilderness Preserve Owned and Protected
Forever-Wild Easements Held
Total Acres Protected
Active Wilderness Projects

1
8

15,260
2

Wapack Trail, Binney Hill Preserve  Shelby Perry
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On 716 acres, situated among the western 
foothills of the Green Mountains, a long-term scientific 
assessment of biodiversity on three rewilding woodlots is taking 
place. So far, the Colby Hill Ecological Project has had 20 years 
of ongoing data collection. The late Lester and Monique 
Anderson cared for their lands by practicing what Lester called 
“leave it alone” stewardship, allowing nature to take its course 
without human intervention. In 2003, the Andersons conserved 
the first of their three properties, 112 acres, with the Wilderness 
Trust. Through a bequest in their wills, the Andersons left the 
two remaining properties to Vermont Family Forests, with 
forever-wild easements to the Wilderness Trust, thereby securing 
their vision of a wild future for these lands.

The Andersons viewed their land as “the control site against 
which the biodiversity, biological integrity, and water quality  
of other properties can be measured to set goals for achieving 
conservation objectives.” Much like the Howland Research 
Forest in Maine, the Colby Hill Ecological Project puts the 
Wilderness Trust’s vision into action and acts as an evolving  
and living example of the benefits of wilderness for the larger 
conservation community.  

The Anderson properties represent three of the seven forever-
wild easements held in Vermont. With several active projects, the 
Wilderness Trust is working to preserve critical ecological 
resources and wildlife habitat throughout the state. 

Vermont

Forever-Wild Easements Held
Total Acres Protected
Active Wilderness Projects

7
2,251

4

Black bear  Susan C. Morse
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Mountain streams, quiet glades, 
majestic old oaks and maples—a forest on its way 
to reclaiming its status as old growth. All of this 
situated next to a 13,000-acre protected block 
of forested public land of which 2,000 acres are 
designated as wilderness. Connecticut is probably 
not the first place you think of after reading such 
a description.  

The Orr-Andrawes Preserve defies expectations 
and is a true vest-pocket wilderness in the fourth 
most densely populated state in the country. 
Leaving behind the picturesque neighborhood 
in Falls Village, and taking a few steps into the 
woods, one is immediately immersed in a wild 
version of Connecticut very few know still exists. 
These 85 acres, protected by the Wilderness Trust, 
complement the neighboring Canaan Mountain 
Natural Area Preserve, Housatonic State Forest, 
and Robbins Swamp. Combined, these properties 
comprise the largest roadless area in Connecticut.  

Connecticut Wilderness Preserve Owned and Protected
Total Acres Protected

1
85

Orr-Andrawes Preserve  Jon Leibowitz
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In January 2018, after 15 years of invaluable service, 
founding board member Merloyd Ludington stepped down from the 
board of Northeast Wilderness Trust.

In 2001, Merloyd joined a small, dedicated group of wilderness 
advocates and conservationists for a series of meetings in Boston to 
assess the need for increased wilderness conservation in the Northeast, 
and to determine whether a new land trust should be formed to fill that 
niche. The answer was a resounding, “Yes!” and a year later the Northeast 
Wilderness Trust was born. 

Merloyd remembers “early meetings at the Congregational building, 
across from the statue of the Quaker heroine Mary Dyer . . . [W]e could 
draw inspiration from the early abolitionists and other New Englanders 
who stood for human freedom. An encouraging setting for the next step in 
self-determination.” 

As the Northeast Wilderness Trust celebrates 15 years of wilderness 
conservation we recognize Merloyd’s contribution is synonymous with that 
history. She has led the board with her deep knowledge of the field, thoughtful 
insight, tenacious line of inquiry, and strong wilderness ethic for which we 
are deeply grateful. While she continues her publishing work in Boston, we 
know that her heart and her legacy will be in the wilds of the Northeast. 

Just as the once radical appearing abolitionist 
movement was an extension of our ethics to  
liberate blacks from exploitation by granting them 
rights, so the preservation of wilderness is essentially 
only a next step in the evolution of our liberal 

tradition, which now would 
allow even the freedom  

of self-determination 
for wild nature . . . 

—J. Baird Callicott

CELEBRATING THE SERVICE of  Merloyd Ludington
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Thanks to conservation-minded people like you and 
Tyler, the Wilderness Trust now protects thousands of wild acres across 
the region. With every new acre conserved, you make whole and healthy 
habitat possible for all creatures of the land community, today and 
forever. We could not do this work without you. Please consider a gift 
today. Thank you!

YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS

The Northeast Wilderness Trust’s 
distinction as the only regional 

land trust that exclusively protects 
forever-wild, motor-free wilderness areas 

is why I am proud to make this donation. This principled approach 
towards achieving planetary modesty is admirable and bold. We need 
integrity to remain intact in our last remaining wild lands and open 
spaces. A selfless wilderness classification achieves just that . . . [W]e are 
waking up to the realization that wilderness is a rare gift to treasure.

—Tyler Socash, wilderness advocate and Northeast Wilderness Trust supporter

A Gift that Can Shape the  
Future of Wilderness Forever

Individuals of any means with a deep passion 
for wild places can make a difference with a 
bequest to the Northeast Wilderness Trust. 
We are deeply grateful for all of the individuals 
who have already supported this work through 
planned giving. Consider making a legacy gift 
today and become part of the future of 
wilderness protection in the Northeast. 

Call Jon Leibowitz  
at 802-224-1000  
to discuss planned  
giving options.

Damselfly  Shelby Perry
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Summary Statement of Financial Position*

Assets
Cash 667,490
Pledges receivable 381,400
Conservation land 2,457,217
Investments 2,302,885
Other assets 44,399

Total Assets $5,853,391

Liabilities & Net Assets
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 36,120

Net assets
    Unrestricted
        Undesignated 2,940,660
        Board designated, stewardship fund 2,002,885
    Temporarily restricted 573,726
    Permanently restricted 300,000

 5,817,271

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $5,853,391
Northeast Wilderness Trust Corporation was incorporated in 2002 in Vermont as a 
501(c)3 organization. All contributions to the Wilderness Trust are tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law. Audited financial statements available upon request.

63%  
Contributions & Grants

12%  
Investment Return and  
In-kind Donations

22%  
Program—Wild Carbon

3%  
Program—General

87%  
Program Activities

11%  
General Management

2%  
Fundraising

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS for Fiscal Year 2016–17

Income

Expenses

*at June 30, 2017

Butterfly  Shelby Perry



Those who contemplate the beauty 
of the earth find reserves of strength 
that will endure as long as life lasts. 
There is something infinitely healing 
in the repeated refrains of nature—
the assurance that dawn comes after 
night, and spring after winter. 

 —Rachel Carson



www.newildernesstrust.org 
802-224-1000

17 State Street, Suite 302
Montpelier, VT  05602

Annie Faulkner, NH 
President

James Dumont, VT 
Vice President 

CC White, NH 
Secretary

Dean Lizotte, NH 
Treasurer 

Mark Anderson, MA

Tom Butler, VT

Kristin DeBoer, MA

Brett Engstrom, VT

Susie O’Keeffe, ME

Jon Leibowitz 
Executive Director

Northeast Wilderness Trust 
conserves forever-wild landscapes 
for nature and people.
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