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forests grow old, mature, and regenerate on a time scale far longer 
than our own and that some places must be afforded the freedom 
to rest, thrive, and evolve beyond the insignificant time horizon 
of people. It is, perhaps more than anything, a raw familial love 
for wild places, their denizens, and their freedom coupled with a 
genuine affection for Mother Earth and all her creations.

When you love something, you treat it differently. When you 
view forests as home and loons, lynx, peepers, and pine warblers 
as family, the outcome is obvious: forever-wild.  

In 2021, the Wilderness Trust protected over 11,000 acres of 
forever-wild land—our most successful year yet thanks to our 
supporters. We are just getting started. I am honored to have you as 
a partner as we work together to rewild the Northeast and ourselves. 

Thank you for being part of this wild ride,

Jon Leibowitz, Executive Director

Wilderness. The word itself is evocative. As a conservation 
strategy it is both radical and essential. As a state of being it is as 
old as life and has existed for eons before it had a name.

As Northeast Wilderness Trust celebrates its 20th Anniversary 
in 2022 we have distilled two decades of nature-focused 
conservation with the rallying cry: We are one of many. Indeed, 
at the very core of Northeast Wilderness Trust’s work lies a simple 
idea that humans are but one of millions of species. When we 
think of “who” our conservation work benefits we think not only 
of people, but equally of bears, bitterns, fungi, and ferns.  

Forever-wild is the legal definition that describes the wildlands 
that you, part of our expanding community of supporters, help 
us safeguard. Such a designation honors our place in the great 
membership of life. While many people think of wilderness areas 
simply as places without logging or high-impact recreation, at 
Northeast Wilderness Trust our commitment runs deeper—
toward an underlying worldview of relationship and reciprocity.

Such a commitment involves embracing the idea that some 
forests ought to be free from management and manipulation 
altogether and that it is OK (beneficial, even!) when a forest is 
toppled over by microbursts, ice storms, or pests. It accepts that 
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presence of things.”3 We are often 
overcome with a desire to express 
these encounters creatively, and 
the visceral experiences they evoke. 
We try our hand at poetry, write a 
song, or take a photograph in order 

to extol and share our amazement. 
At other times, we simply quietly 

enjoy an exchange of intimacy that is 
neither manufactured nor invented.4 

These poignant encounters, when we glimpse 
“a World in a Grain of Sand/And Heaven in a 

Wild Flower,”5 heal us and give us great joy.6 Along 
with science, they help inspire the wisdom and compassion 

needed to offer our wild kin the sanctuary they require to thrive. 
Through these reciprocal encounters we are reminded that we are 
one of many extraordinary manifestations of life.

Ours is a planet of 
continuous giving and receiving. 
To offer back land to the other 
members of the life community 
so that they may live peacefully 
and flourish is an act of 
reciprocity that is long overdue. 
By giving our wild kin forever-wild 
refugia, Northeast Wilderness Trust 
is taking up our long forgotten and 
unspoken agreement of mutual care. 

As Dr. Robin Wall Kimmerer states, 
“reciprocity is not just good manners, it is how the 
biophysical world works.”1 And yet, it is also a practice that 
extends beyond the give and take of materials. It is an ongoing 
interchange between our bodies and all that surrounds us.2

Reciprocity depends on and engenders habits of gratitude, 
humility, and care. When standing silently in the presence of elder 
trees and their kin, or watching brook trout read the cool waters 
of their home, we can find ourselves moved in ways that defy 
explanation. Wonder stirs an affection for the being, or the place 
and beauty before us, and we are made aware of “the invisible 

Our Kinship with the Wild

Reciprocity

1. Robin Wall Kimmerer, Reciprocity speech, 2017
2. David Abram, The Spell of the Sensuous, 1996
3. Jane Hirshfield, Nine Gates, 1997
4. John O’Donohue, Beauty: The Invisible Embrace, 2004
5. William Blake, Complete Writings, 1957
6. Alexandra Sifferlin, The Healing Power of Nature, 2016

Comma butterfly
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11,794
acres protected

9,296
additional wild acres transferred to 
NEWT for permanent safeguarding

25,000
additional acres we are  

working to protect

9
land trusts working with us through 

the Wildlands Partnership

IN 2021…

49
miles of rivers and 
streams protected

1,989
people reached through  

25 virtual and  
on-the-land events

80%
growth in donors

2
footpaths created on 

Ambassador Preserves
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4,710,113
metric tons of  
carbon stored

equivalent to 3.7 million 
vehicles’ annual emissions 

11,725
metric tons of carbon 
sequestered annually 

equivalent to taking 9,260 
cars off the road for a year

IN TOTAL …

6,979
acres of wetlands 

preserved

58,473
total protected acres

13
properties with 
active research

29% high elevation 

71% low elevation (below 2,000')
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Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve is Vermont’s newest 
and largest non-governmental wilderness area. In early December 
2021, Northeast Wilderness Trust bought 5,472 acres from E.B. 
Hyde, a local timber company owned by three generations of the 
Meyer family. Later that month, the Wilderness Trust purchased 
another 500 adjacent acres from a private landowner.

With 39 miles of headwaters of two major rivers, globally 
significant bird habitat, and room to roam for a variety of 
wildlife, this low-elevation Preserve is a historic milestone 
for wild nature in Vermont. Through rewilding, Woodbury 
Mountain Wilderness Preserve will grow old with time, aligning 
it with a state goal to protect nine percent of forests in such a 
way that they may become old forests once again. Currently just 
three percent of Vermont is protected as such.

Just north of Vermont’s capital city, Montpelier, Woodbury 
Mountain Wilderness Preserve protects vast wetlands, northern 
hardwood forests, and the summits of Woodbury and Hobart 
mountains. The Worcester Range, including the CC Putnam State 
Forest, lies west of the Preserve, and the Northeast Kingdom’s 

Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve

extensive state and federal lands, 
including the Silvio O. Conte 
Wildlife Refuge, lie off to the 
east. The Preserve’s remote and 
wild habitat is not just home 
to the plentiful wildlife within 
its bounds, it is of immense 
value at a regional scale for 
animals on the move within 
the recognized Worcester-to-
Kingdom Corridor.

In time, Northeast Wilderness 
Trust will establish a footpath along old 
logging roads to welcome people to experience and connect with 
wild nature at a grand scale in the Green Mountain State.     

Woodbury Mountain Wilderness Preserve was made possible 
by Sweet Water Trust, Church & Dwight Employee Giving Fund, 
Gallogly Family Foundation, Bromley Charitable Trust, Lintilhac 
Foundation, and more than 130 generous individual donors. 

Woodbury wetlands dressed in fall foliage    Bobcat

©Susan C. Morse
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Northeast Wilderness Trust purchased 3,415 acres of Mt. Redington’s 
western slopes, establishing the Redington Wilderness Sanctuary 
in western Maine. As a Sanctuary, Redington is not only protected 
from logging and motor vehicles, it also will never have trails built 
upon it. This is “nature for nature’s sake” conservation in its 

most distilled form. 
The Sanctuary is considered critical 
habitat for the federally threatened 

Canada lynx. Other wide-ranging 
mammals like American marten, 
black bear, and moose also live 
within this landscape and will 
find refuge on Redington. A 
natural phenomenon called fir 
waves occurs on the property. 

These disturbance-reliant 
undulating bands of young, 

middle-aged, old, and downed fir 
trees provide critical nesting habitat 

for the endangered Bicknell’s Thrush. Large sections of the 
Sanctuary are Fir and Heart-Leaved Birch Subalpine Forest, a rare 
habitat in Maine. Water abounds here: the headwaters of Nash 
Stream, West Branch Nash Stream, Stony Brook, and Orbeton 
Brook all begin on the property. 

As a result of its elevational gradient and its location within 
the heart of the largest, most intact temperate forest on Earth, 
the Sanctuary is considered highly resilient, meaning it has a high 
capacity to support species diversity and ecological functions as 
the climate changes. 

The Wilderness Trust donated a forever-wild easement to 
Maine Appalachian Trail Land Trust to further safeguard the 
land. Redington Wilderness Sanctuary makes up much of the 
beautiful view from the Appalachian Trail as one hikes between 
Saddleback Mountain and the Crockers.

This success was possible thanks to Sweet Water Trust, the 
Wild East Action Fund of the Appalachian Trail Conservancy, the 
Trust for Public Land, Bafflin Foundation, Common Stream, as 
well as other foundations and many individual donors.

Bicknell’s Thrush    Forest canopy at Redington Wilderness Sanctuary

Redington Wilderness Sanctuary
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Frenchman Bay Community Forest in Hancock, Maine is a 
1,435-acre public forest with extensive wetlands close to the 
coast. Frenchman Bay Conservancy purchased the land in 
2021 and subsequently granted a forever-wild easement to 
Northeast Wilderness Trust, ensuring this large forest facing high 
development pressure will grow old and wild.

The Down East Sunrise Trail runs through the Community 
Forest, so residents and visitors alike can enjoy this beautiful 
place and directly experience the land as it rewilds on its own 
time. Frenchman Bay Conservancy sees this place as a perfect fit 
for outdoor education and “living classrooms,” and welcomes 
walking, snowshoeing, birdwatching, and other activities  
consistent with forever-wild protection. The new Community 
Forest also protects clean water in the Kilkenny and Egypt 
Streams, which flow into Kilkenny Cove and Egypt Bay.

An adjacent 3,100 acres are protected by New England Forestry 
Foundation, demonstrating that a mosaic of conservation 
approaches can be woven together to create a healthy, resilient 

landscape for both human and wild 
communities. These protected lands 
are part of a 25,000-acre block 
of undeveloped forest—a rare 
find within one mile of the 
Atlantic coastline.

Frenchman Bay 
Conservancy and Northeast 
Wilderness Trust have been 
working together through 
the Wildlands Partnership 
program, an initiative of 
the Wilderness Trust that was 
established in 2020 in collaboration 
with Sweet Water Trust and Wildlands 
& Woodlands. The Partnership seeks to engage local land trusts 
across New England and New York in forever-wild conservation to 
accelerate wilderness protection across the region.

Misty wetlands at Frenchman Bay Community Forest    Visitors to the Community Forest

Frenchman Bay Community Forest
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Wildwood Wilderness Preserve in Dublin, New Hampshire 
was established in December of 2021 when Rosamond Delori, 
James Putnam, Thomas Putnam, David Putnam Jr., Frederick 
Putnam, and Louisa Putnam generously donated 588 acres to 
Northeast Wilderness Trust. Embedded within 18,000 acres of 
connected forest, the Preserve is adjacent to the Mt. Monadnock 

core conservation focus area. The Wildwood 
Wilderness Preserve abuts town, state, and 

privately conserved lands, protecting 
habitat connections in all four 

directions and building on 
long-standing conservation 

efforts within the Quabbin-
to-Cardigan wildlife corridor 
and along the Monadnock-
Sunapee Greenway. 

Since the 1950s, little to 
no management has occurred 

across this land, leaving it in 

Black trumpet mushrooms at Wildwood

Wildwood Wilderness Preserve

an exceptionally undisturbed natural state. Thus, the forest has 
rare old forest characteristics that harbor a diversity of wildlife  
across a broad range of habitats. There are 14 different kinds of 
wetlands, ten types of upland forest, and numerous vernal pools 
on the Preserve. A little over two miles of headwater streams, 
including Mountain Brook and Minnewawa Brook, feed into the 
Ashuelot River, a tributary of the Connecticut River.

Like all lands owned by Northeast Wilderness Trust, Wildwood 
Wilderness Preserve is open to the public. A mile and a half of the 
Monadnock-Sunapee Greenway trail, a 50-mile hiking trail linking 
Mount Sunapee to Grand Monadnock, bisects the property. 

This site is unique in its value for scientific research. It has been 
the study subject of Antioch University graduate students during 
the 1990s and 2010s. With a robust history of ecological data, 
which catalogues approximately 600 fungi, 400 plants (including 
rare sedges and peat moss), and 100 invertebrates along with 74 
birds, 33 mammals, and 18 reptiles and amphibians, Wildwood 
Wilderness Preserve offers a rare foundation of data from which 
to build future studies on wilderness and old forests. 
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CC and David White protected their land in Sandwich, New 
Hampshire with the generous donation of a forever-wild easement 
to Northeast Wilderness Trust. 

The Heath Brook Forest conservation easement protects 74 
acres, including a forest that has not been harvested in many 
decades and wetlands that rank highly as important habitat. 
Heath Brook runs through the land, passing by a stunning Red 
Maple-Sphagnum Moss wetland.

The easement knits together protected habitat within a 
wildlife corridor of recognized importance. It is within a low-
elevation forest block that connects the Ossipee Mountains to the 
Sandwich Range. In addition, the Heath Brook Forest easement 
directly links two Wilderness Trust easements to one another, 
thus securing a larger total area of wild forest while staving off 
forest fragmentation. 

Northeast Wilderness Trust honors CC and David’s lifelong 
commitment to wild places and their kind, generous spirits. 
David, an avid wilderness champion, back-to-the-land practitioner, 
and masterful paddler, peacefully passed away shortly after they 
protected their land. David’s legacy is a future of more abundance, 
beauty, integrity, and wildness for generations to come.

The Oliver S. and Jennie R. Donaldson Charitable Trust and 
individual donors helped to make this project possible.

Heath Brook Forest

Heath Brook flows through wildlands
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Marion Marsh Wilderness Preserve is a 27-acre salt marsh and 
coastal forest in Hammett Cove of Massachusetts. Now owned by 
Northeast Wilderness Trust, the land will be kept wild so that it will 
continue to offer food, shelter, and breeding grounds for fish, crabs, 
seabirds, turtles, and other ocean-dwellers for generations to come. 

Notably, threatened diamondback terrapins find their 
homes in New England salt marshes, including in 
Hammett Cove. Diamondback terrapins have been 
in decline because of loss of habitat and nesting 
sites directly resulting from development and 
sea level rise due to climate change. 

Marion Marsh Wilderness Preserve

Marion Marsh    Diamondback terrapin

Salt marshes are flooded and then drained by tides. Their 
soils consist of deep mud and peat. These unique conditions 
give rise to lush carpets of grasses, rushes, and sedges specialized 
to tolerate high and low tides, which act as critical nurseries 

for fish and other sea life. Marion Marsh marks the first salt 
marsh in the Wilderness Trust’s portfolio of protected 

wildlands. Across the United States, 80,000 acres 
of wetlands in coastal watersheds were lost 

every year from 2004 and 2009. Northeast 
Wilderness Trust is thrilled to protect a wild 
slice of this imperiled ecosystem.
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Ambassador Preserves are places where people can easily visit and build 
relationship with a rewilding landscape. Northeast Wilderness Trust 
continually works to grow these Preserves and engage the communities 
surrounding them with the experience and spirit of wild places. Visit  
www.newildernesstrust.org/ambassador to learn more.

Binney Hill Wilderness Preserve in New Hampshire grew by 
15 acres, bringing the Preserve’s total acreage to 550. The 
Steel Addition safeguards a small but significant portion of 
the Preserve’s eastern entryway, boasting impressive ecological 
diversity for its size. Thanks to the thoughtful caretaking of the 
former landowners, this forest has a head start in becoming a 
mature forest. 

Alder Stream Wilderness Preserve in Maine expanded by 267 
acres with the Ames Addition, which hosts forests and wetlands, 
and protects frontage along Alder Stream itself. The Wilderness 
Trust now safeguards over 13,500 acres at this Preserve, part of 
Maine’s largest, most varied, and intact freshwater wetland system.

Ambassador Preserves Expand

View of Binney Hill Wilderness Preserve

The Ames 
Addition was 
made possible 
by Sweet Water Trust. 
Many generous individuals 
donated to help make these projects successful. The Steel 
Addition was supported by the New Hampshire Department of 
Environmental Service’s Aquatic Resource Mitigation Fund, the 
Quabbin-to-Cardigan Partnership, and Virginia Steel, who 
generously sold her property at less than its full value. 
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Homecoming
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Wolves live today on the outskirts of Rome, and 
throughout Italy. Cougars live in Los Angeles.

When, then, will these vital actors return to rural forestland 
across the Northern Appalachians and Adirondacks, bringing 
ecological, cultural, and economic benefits? As soon as we 
welcome them home.

In recent decades much research has illuminated the crucial 
role that apex carnivores such as wolves, cougars, and sharks play 
in healthy ecosystems. The principles are straightforward: When 
large carnivores occupying the highest stratum in a food web are 
reduced or eliminated, their prey may become overabundant, with 
resulting changes in an ecosystem’s structure and function. For 
highly interactive species like cougars, changes may reverberate 
through the biotic community. 

In Aldo Leopold’s classic essay, “Thinking Like a Mountain,” he 
explored this phenomenon in lyrical prose. Writing roughly 75 years 
ago when predators were widely and mercilessly persecuted, Leopold 
experienced an epiphany. Fewer wolves meant more deer. More deer 
overbrowsed the vegetation that held the soil. No wolves meant soil 
erosion, degraded water quality as streams filled with silt, and so on.  

 Today, northeastern forests in many places suffer from such 
excessive browsing by overabundant herbivores, leading to fewer 

tree seedlings reaching maturity, 
reduced wildflower diversity, and 
other altered plant communities. 
Thinking like a maple, we’d most 
definitely welcome back the wild 
canids and cats that formerly 
roamed these woods.

Beyond the ecological and ethical 
imperatives to help missing natives 
return home, emerging science reflects 
how wildlife abundance affects the carbon 
cycle and suggests how wildlife recovery—“animating 
the carbon cycle”—is a promising tool to mitigate climate chaos 
(learn more at www.newildernesstrust.org/rewilding2022). 

Wild land and wildlife, working in concert, are foundational 
agents of stopping the climate emergency. This is yet another 
reason that Northeast Wilderness Trust is accelerating its work 
to rewild the region. We look forward to that day when hikers in 
Panther Gorge or paddlers on Wolf Pond may spy these places’ 
eponymous creatures. A not-so-distant future is possible when 
these keystone species are welcomed home to help keep the land 
community wild, whole, and healthy. 

Cougar    Gray wolf

©Susan C. Morse



Each year, Northeast Wilderness Trust’s Board of 
Directors commits vital time and capacity to sustain 
and grow the organization. The all-volunteer Board sets 
the trajectory of Northeast Wilderness Trust’s vision, 
values, and purpose. Welcome to new board members 
who joined the team in 2021!

Emily Bateson, Vermont    Emily has 
worked for 40 years in environmental advocacy 
and land conservation, recently retiring as 
Director of the Network for Landscape 
Conservation, a North American leader in 
advancing collaborative conservation at the 
necessary landscape scale. She has worked for 
the New England Wildlands & Woodlands Initiative, 
the Conservation Law Foundation, and Sweet Water 
Trust. She founded and directed Two Countries, One 
Forest. Emily lives with her family in Vermont and also 
serves on the Adirondack Council’s Board. 

Rachel Drakon, Vermont    Rachel is an 
Associate Analyst at Champlain Investment Partners, 
LLC in Burlington, VT. She holds a BS in Finance 
from Champlain College and is a CFA Level II 
Candidate. Originally from Bangor, ME, she has a 

background in grassroots conservation and rewilding 
efforts. An avid backpacker, Rachel spends her free time 

in the Green Mountains with her husband, Bill. 

Paul Torrence, New York    Paul researched 
antiviral and anti-cancer therapeutics at the National 
Institutes of Health for thirty years, and then at Northern 
Arizona University in Flagstaff, where he taught 

biochemistry and chemistry and was later appointed 
Emeritus Professor. Paul has wandered in and 

defended wildlands from Alaska to Arizona and 
from New Hampshire to the Oregon coast. Paul 
resides in southwestern New York on the traditional 
lands of the O-non-dowa-gah (Seneca Nation); he 

also serves on the Wilderness Land Trust’s Board.

Welcoming New Board Members
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The Forever-Wild Circle of monthly donors provides foundational 
support to Northeast Wilderness Trust. Even small monthly gifts go a long 
way, creating a reliable base that allows the Wilderness Trust to focus more 
energy on its core mission. 

Corey Zimmerman of Massachusetts joined the Forever-Wild Circle last year 
after reading The Overstory by Richard Powers, a novel about a quest to save 
old-growth forests. Moved by the compelling story, she wanted to support 
organizations protecting forests. Corey found Northeast Wilderness Trust and 
attended the Spring Speaker Series talks and a hike at Muddy Pond with her family. 

“I decided to give to the Wilderness Trust monthly because I feel a 
responsibility to contribute to taking care of my community—and that includes 
nature,” said Corey. “I want these places to exist for generations, and am drawn 
in by the philosophy and science behind letting forests return to a wild state.” 

Donors like Corey are making a difference each and every month 
for wild places and the diverse beings who call them home.  
As Corey expressed, “the trees can’t do it by themselves!” 
That’s where the Northeast Wilderness Trust community 
comes in. Thank you for helping rewild the Northeast, 
and if you are not yet a member, please consider 
joining the Forever-Wild Circle today. Visit  
www.newildernesstrust.org/giving to learn more.

Member 
Spotlight

New monthly donors receive a limited edition bandanna 
celebrating the Wilderness Trust’s 20th Anniversary.
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Over the course of 30 years of wildlands philanthropy, Sweet 
Water Trust made more than 650 grants, working with nearly 90 
partners to conserve over 310,000 acres of wilderness primarily located 
in northern New England, the Adirondacks, and eastern Canada. 

In January 2022, it became the Sweet Water Fund, a donor-
advised endowment fund, to continue funding wilderness land 

protection. Northeast Wilderness Trust is honored 
to be the recipient of Sweet Water Fund’s 

annual giving and legacy.
Sweet Water Trust was influential 
in Northeast Wilderness Trust’s 

founding in 2002 and has been 
an essential partner in the 
conservation of over 90 percent 
of the land the Wilderness 
Trust safeguards. Sweet 
Water Trust supported 
Alder Stream Wilderness 
Preserve and Redington 

Wilderness Sanctuary, both in Maine. It 
also played a central role in protecting 
Woodbury Mountain Wilderness 
Preserve in Vermont and Eagle Mountain 
Wilderness Preserve in the Adirondacks.

Sweet Water Trust was an early champion of the “belt and 
suspenders” conservation strategy, which ensures a high level of 
secure and permanent protection for wildlands. A property’s non-profit 
or government owner (the “belt”) commits to durable conservation 
by adding a second layer of protection to the land via a conservation 
easement (the “suspenders”), held by a separate qualified entity. 
The Wilderness Trust employs this strategy across the region 
because when it comes to wilderness, permanence is non-negotiable.

Through the Sweet Water Fund, Northeast Wilderness Trust 
will receive annual grants to further wildlands protection. We are 
thrilled to carry forward the legacy of Sweet Water Trust.

Every so often, gifts are made to a non-profit that fundamentally 
change the trajectory of that organization’s work. This is one of 
them. Learn more at www.newildernesstrust.org/sweetwater.

Sweet Water Trust Begins a New Chapter

American chestnut burr at Alder Stream Wilderness Preserve in Maine



Summary Statement of  
Financial Position as of June 30, 2021

Assets
Cash 2,937,603

Pledge receivable 6,519,401

Conservation land 8,539,242

Investments 4,818,531

Other assets 320,148

Total Assets $23,134,925

Liabilities and Net Assets
Accounts payable and accrued expenses 43,323

Net assets

    Without donor restrictions

        Undesignated 10,327,663

        Board designated, stewardship fund 4,462,150

    With donor restrictions 8,301,789

Subtotal 23,091,602

Total Liabilities & Net Assets $23,134,925

Northeast Wilderness Trust Corporation was incorporated in 2002 in Vermont as a 
501(c)3 organization. All contributions to the Wilderness Trust are tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent of the law. Audited financial statements available upon request.

Income

Expenses

90%  
Contributions and Grants

9%  
Investment Return and  
In-kind Donations

1%  
Program—General

92%  
Program Activities

5%  
General Management

3%  
Fundraising
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Mark Anderson, MA 
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Susie O’Keeffe, ME 
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Brian Tijan, VT 
Secretary

Emily Bateson, VT 

Kristin DeBoer, MA

Jim Dehner, MA

Rachel Drakon, VT

Brett Engstrom, VT 

Carol Fox, NY 

Daniel Hildreth, ME 

Randy Kritkausky, VT

Henry Tepper, MA

Paul Torrence, NY

Jon Leibowitz, Executive Director
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by our Green Guarantee—learn more at www.newildernesstrust.org/green. 

Juvenile Bald Eagle and Red-winged Blackbird Brendan Wiltse 
Front: Mother moose and calf ©Susan C. Morse

www.newildernesstrust.org
info@newildernesstrust.org 
802.224.1000

17 State Street, Suite 302
Montpelier, VT  05602

Northeast Wilderness Trust conserves forever-wild landscapes for nature and people.


